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Wright State University Retirees Ass ociatio n

The Extension

Issue 67
Summer
Quarter 2010

Join Us
at the
Annual WSU Retirees/Staff picnic
and
Annual Meeting ofWSURA

The Extension
The Extension is published
quarterly for the WSU retirees
by the Wright State University
Retirees Association
(WSURA).

June 15 at 11:00 a.m.
(Raindate, June 18)

The annlial WSURA meeting will be held at
11 :00 a.m. in the Liberal Arts Conference Room just
to the left of the elevators on the first floor of Millett.
The only agenda item is to approve the bylaws that
were sent to you with the recent ballot. This is a good
time to meet your Board members and give us any
suggestions that you may have.
Following the brief meeting, we will proceed to
the picnic. Look for the tent that designates the retirees' area. This is a good place to find old friends without searching the entire picnic grounds.
See you there!

Cut off dates for articles:
• Nov. 1-Winter Quarter
• Feb. 1-Spring Quaiter
• May I-Summer Quarter
• Aug. 1-Fall Quaiter
Editor: Marlene Bireley

Send articles to editor:
13 9 Millett Hall
Wright State University
Dayton, OH 45435-0001

For additional information call
(937)775-2777
WSURA email address:
wsura@wright.edu
WSURA website:
www.wright.edu/admin/retirees

For additional information, please visit us at www.wright.edu/admin/retirees

President's Column

Winter Quarter Retirees

Peggy Bott
The following faculty and staff who opted for the retirement incentive completed their service during Fall
Quarter. Congratulations and happy retirement to all.
If, as a WSURA member, you recognize the name of a
friend or former colleague, why not invite them to one
of our upcoming activities? It would be a great way to
get them started in the organization and into retirement.

As my year as President draws to a close, I have
to admit that being President was easier than I antic ipated. This is largely because most of the real work and
planning for WSURA is done by the various committee
chairs and I am very grateful to them. Marlene Bireley,
Director of Communications, is truly indispensable. We
just hope she wants to continue in this role for years to
come. In addition to doing The Extension, Marlene also
prepared a new procedures manual for all the officers
that we have found to be very helpful. She has also been
the-interim Sunshine Chair and has made sure appropriate cards have been sent to the families of those WSU
folks who have passed on or to those members who have
been ill.
Abe Bassett and Joanne Risacher have planned
wonderful activities for us. I have particularly enjoyed
the Socrates Cafe and the trip to the Underground Railroad Museum in Cincinnati. Gerry Petrak continues to
contact new retirees and develop our membership in a
variety of ways. Judy Rose keeps our by-laws up to date
and recruits candidates for the Board and different offices. Lou Falkner and Jim Kane attend OCHER
meetings and keep us up to date with what is happening
with STRS and OPERS. Leone Low, as Secretary,
manages to capture all that is discussed and decided at
our Board meetings. Barbara Eakins-Reed is our
Scholarship Chair and makes sure the WSURA Scholarship funds are sufficient and are awarded to a worthy
recipient. As Past President, Jim Uphoff keeps our web
page up to date and has also filled in for me several
times this past year. Nick Davis has been our Treasurer
for a good many years, but will step down after this
year. We are all grateful to Nick for doing such a good
job tracking our funds for so many years. All of the
board members contribute to the on-going success of
WSURA.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the picnic and annual meeting on June 15.

Robert Dearbaugh
Gerald Malicki
Ronald McDermott
Linda Barsalou
Barbara Brumfield
Ruth Darrow
JoAnne Jones
Mary Kenton
Sharon Perry
Liyi Wang
Nils Young
Rhonda Hensley
John Kimble
Pamela Sturm
James Amon
Willie Boyd
Joe Brown
Rayann Brown
Donna Cole
Rhoda Combs-Fister
Barbara Galbraith
David Garrison
Bryan Gregor
Simegnish Hunegnaw
Judy Jagger-Mescher
Richard Johnson
Andrew Lai
David Little
Kenneth Lowrey
Lee Naragon
Richard Rathbun
Virginia Rickard
Blair Rowley
Donna Menelle
Karen Kimber
Janet Ruckrigl

Deaths
N'Kechia Lynch, Manager of Marketing and Special
Programs for the Student Union, April 2010
Janice Luce, Registrar's Office, April 2010
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See you at the picnic on Tuesday, June 15th!
(Rain Date: Friday, June 18th)
Honorees
The following WSU retirees will be invited to be special guests at this year's picnic. Drop
by the retirees' tent and say hello:

25 Years
Patricia Olds
20 Years
Robert Lai1more
15 Years
Anna Isper
Paige Mulhollan
Nello Lansdowne
Joanne Benasutti
Raymond Hutchinson
John Lindower
Matthew Melko
Patricia O'Meara
Marjorie Pappas
Samuel Pitner,
Howard Snavely
William Steinohrt
John Martin
Donald Pabst
Julia Palmer
Jay Peeler
James Jacob
Marc Low
William Marshall
Lowell Batten
Joycelyn Boitnott
Myron Cox
Stewart Cummins
Juanita Gagle
James Gallagher
R. Goodin

Paul Grenzebach
Robert Irwin
F. Johns
Carol Kill
Ronda Krogman
Gene Leese
B. Leonard
Norma Liston
Shirley Monnin
Ronald Nimmer
Juanita Noble
Margaret Roach
Glenn Smith
F. Swann
James Webb
Shirley Williamson
James Barnes

10 Years
Elizabeth Harden
Peggy Madok-Crisp
P. Berra
Thomas Listerman
Ronald Marke1i
Dolores Davis
Joan Mullins
Donna Cominey
5 Years
Douglas Snyder
Marsha Jones
Deborah Cowles
Lottie Tyler
James Cavins
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Joe Brown
Michael Bosworth
.,..
Sheryl Provens
Linda Shook
Jarrell Hagan
Ronald Nischwitz
Mary Thomas
Mark Cannon
Jeanne Lemkau
Margaret Bott
James Branch
Noel Nussbaum
Robert Rea
Belle Shenoi
Dorothy Fay
Carol Wantz
Teresa Wood
Elizabeth Adkins
William Lockwood
Lori Carter
Norma Wilcox
Philip Wise
Harriet Dadras
· Elmer Tompkins
David Thompson
Neal Reichelt
Jerry North
Jack Gruber
Roma Caiter
Terry Smith
Brian Christenson
Dianne Dewey
Mary Mazey
James Swaney

For additional information, please visit us at www.wright.edu/admin/retirees

We Would Like to Hear from You
One of the purposes of The Extension is to help our members keep in touch with
one another. Do you have family news or a new vocation or avocation that you
would like to share? Please send any news to Marlene Bireley,
mkbphd@aol.com, and we will pass it along in the next issue.
11. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The
police are looking into it.
1. The roundest knight at king Arthur's round table was 12. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.
Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much
13. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway.
pi.
One hat said to the other, 'You stay here, I'll go on a
2 ..1 thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island,
head.'
but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian .
14. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger.
3. She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still. Then it hit me.
4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra
15. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said: 'Keep
class because
off the Grass.'
it was a weapon of math disruption.
16. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to
5. The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a
a hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask how
little behind in his work.
he was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.'
6. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll
17. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
still be stationery.
18. The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was
7. A dog gave bi1th to puppies near the road and was
a small medium at large.
cited for littering.
19. The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray
8. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would
is now a seasoned veteran.
result in Linoleum Blownapart.
20. A backward poet writes inverse.
9. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
21. In democracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism
10. Time flies like an atTow. Fruit flies like a banana.
it's your count that votes.

Pun Intended ...

Socrates Cafe Group
4
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News From WSURA

Note from a member

Election Results

Dear WSURA friends,

Jim Uphoff will be our new President-Elect, Carol
Stevenson the new Treasurer, and Marlene Bireley
has been re-elected as Communications Coordinator.
Donald Swanson, who was slated to become our president has resigned because of family illness. Peggy Bott
was approved by the Board to continue as President for
the 2010-11 year.

It's a long way from NM to Ohio, so I'll miss the picnic
again this year. Good luck, God bless, and keep up the
good work.
Thanks for a chance to review the by-laws. It is good to
know that WSURA is strong and healthy from that tentative beginning.

Abe Bassett and Chuck Willis will return as Board
members. They will be joined by Gary Pacernick.
Congratulations to all and welcome (or welcome back)
.to the Board.

Thanks to those who give so freely of their time and
talents.

Annual Dues

News from Campus

Best wishes for continued good health,
Susan Williams, ret. 1992

If you are paying annual dues, rather than being
.
a hfe member, and have not paid your dues since January 1, 2010, please do so before July 1 or you will be
dropped from WSURA membership. Please remit your
dues with the back page of this newsletter. (If you are
completing your first year of membership, this is free
and this announcement does not apply to you.) All
amrnal members will be billed prior to January 1, 2011
for next year's dues.

Associate Dean Charlotte Harris, Ed.D. has been chosen to replace Gregory Bernhardt as Dean of the College of Education and Human Services. Dean Bernhardt will retire on June 30. Harris has served as Associate Dean since 2007 and prior to that as Chair of
Teacher Education. Dr. Harris has held previous positions as a public school teacher in Maryland, and a professor in Georgia. She also held the position of Executive Director of the Central State University Foundation.
Andrew Hsu, Ph.D., has been appointed Dean of the
School of Graduate Studies. He comes to WSU from
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis
(IUPUl) where is has served as associate dean for research and graduate programs for the School of Engineering and Technology since 2004. A native of China,
Dr. Hsu has worked in the fields of aerospace, engineering and renewable energy at various institutions in
the United States.

By- Laws Amendment
At the May Board meeting, the By- Laws that
you received in the mail were accepted by the Board
with one amendment. Under Article III Membership
Section 1, item e was amended to read, ;,A first year '
free membership, beginning in January aft~r retirement
is available to each new WSU retiree upon return of a '
membership application." The clause in italics replaces
the words, "A free annual membership".

Scholarship and Innovation Campaign
If you have not yet contributed to the annual
scholarship campaign, there is still time to do so. Remember to designate at least part of your donation to
the WSURA Scholarship. We are hoping to have at
least 10 per cent of all university retirees contributing
to the campaign

5

For additional information, please visit us at www.wright.edu/admin/retirees

Teaching in Chile
By Bob Wagley
In 1995, we took a trip to Chile to see our
son Shawn who had been a high school exchange
student in Concepcion in 1991-92. In 1995, he returned to Chile while a student at Wright State University to teach English in Temuco, the third largest
city in Chile. Since we did not visit Chile when he
was an exchange student, we decided that visiting
him during his second stay was too good to pass up.
After that visit, we said that we would have to return
!o that beautiful and unusual country sometime.
When I was offered a chance to teach at the
Universidad del Desarrollo in Santiago, Chile for the
spring (Chi le's Spring) term of2009, we jumped at
the chance. We decided to plan to stay for three
months so that we could do some traveling and visiting before and after my ten week teaching obligation.
This time, our flight to Chile was very similar to the last time, but for a different reason. In
1995, we got on the plane in Dayton to fly to Chicago, Miami and finally to Santiago. However, the
weather was bad in Dayton, and we were delayed
long enough to miss the single flight to Santiago, so
we spent the night in Chicago before resuming our
trip. This time, we were to board in Dayton to go to
Atlanta and then to Santiago. We were again delayed, for mechanical problems this time, and we
stayed at the Airport Inn in Dayton before venhiring
on.
The university rented an apartment for us in
Las Condes, the most exclusive conunune (like a
subdivision) in Santiago. Santiago itself has a population of about 5.5 million people while the commune
of Las Condes has a population of more than 283,000
people. For a couple from the little suburb of Beavercreek, the shear size of Santiago and its population
density made for quite an adjustment. However, om
apartment building, 28 stories tall , was very well situated. It was on the main east-west street in Santiago.
We could walk to four different malls and to four
fairly large grocery stores. Because the six lane street
was a major street, it was easy to catch a bus, a taxi
or the subway to almost anywhere we wanted to go.

School
The Universidad del Desatrnllo is located in
the foothills of the Andes and is only about four years
old. It has a modem and attractive campus with great
scenery and a wonderful view of snowcapped mountains. To get to campus I had two choices. My first
option was to take a city bus which stopped right

outside our apartment, but was so crowded that many
times it would not stop to pick up passengers and, when I
could get on, I would be jammed in like a sardine. The
city buses last stop was about a ten-minute walk to campus. My second option was to walk about fifteen minutes from our apartment to a place where a university
chartered bus (with plenty of empty seats) would pick
me up and drop me off right in front of the university. It
didn't take long to decide which to take!
When I agreed to teach for the Universidad del
Desarrollo, I was told that there would be about 13 students in my class. I had assumed that they would all be
Chilean, but was surprised on two counts. Once I arrived, I was given the roster of 30 students (all fluent in
English) and the international office person said some of
the students were from Germany. It hlft1ed out that there
were 16 Germans, one Austrian, 12 Chileans and one
Peruvian. On the first day, almost all of the students
were there when I arrived. That basically never happened again! The Europeans would be there waiting for
me to arrive. The South Americans had a habit of either
not showing up or coming in late (to be successful, it
seems that family ties are more important than grades).
As you might guess, the Europeans did much better in
the class than the South Americans.
My experience at the school was different from
any other teaching experience I have had anywhere.
First, I was never able to meet any other faculty members as most, if not all, of the faculty are part-timers.
Second, I didn't have an office, so I held my office hours
in the cafeteria-they did say that I could use a desk in
the faculty office area but would have to share the space
with three or four others-making it difficult to give
makeup work or have conferences with students. Finally,
my contact with university personnel, other than the secretaries, was limited to the following: being picked up at
the airport and taken to our apartment; being shown the
campus on our second day and having a short meeting
with the head of the business program; having lunch with
two individuals from the international office about half
way through my stay; a short conversation with these
two again toward the end to ask me how things were
going; bumping into the head of the program on the
stairs to ask him a question about the attendance policy.
The students were great to be around, but I did
have to contend with the Europeans wanting to socialize
during class. They were from five different universities
in Germany/Austria, so that was to be expected. Generally, I had to stop talking several times a class period to
remind them that class was going on.
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Teaching in Chile (con't)
One day, I also had to kick two Gern:ian students out
of class because I couldn't get them to stop talking! think they were in love! It did get the attention of
the rest of the students and the talking during class
decreased significantly. The South Americans were
not much of a problem because they weren ' t there all
that often. It may not sound like it, but I did enjoy
my time at the university.

•

Our Favorite Things
•

•

•

•

•

The Ruka was a working farm with cows, sheep,
horses, chickens, and my favorite, a pet pig. We had
dinner there one night and breakfast the next morning. Most of this family's food is grown on the
farm .
We also loved seeing all of the volcanoes which are
beautiful as long as they are not erupting. One day
we did walk tiu·ough a cave in one of the volcanoes.
The cave was formed during one of the volcano ' s
eruptions and a small river was flowing through the
area that kept the lava from filling in. It was difficult to walk through as it was just the nfi'tura formation and the government didn't level off the floor!
During the time we were in the cave, the volcano
was venting so much gas that people were not allowed to climb it that day!
The pelicans, the penguins and the sea lions were
wonderful to see. Actually, we saw the pelicans in
the northern pa1t of Chi le and the penguins in the
southern part. To see the penguins, we had to go to
a beach where we climbed onto a wagon and had
some guides push the wagon out to a boat. Once on
the boat, we visited several little islands where penguins lived. There were two types of penguins living in the area, but it was difficult for us to tell them
apart. On our way back to the beach, we also got to
see several otters which are always fun to watch.
One of the things we loved about the pelicans is that
they would hang out anywhere fishermen cleaned
their fish. They are strange looking birds and we
were surprised to see that their bills had tlu·ee or four
bright colored stripes. During one of our stops to
watch the pelicans, we got to see several sea lions
milling around to help dispose of the fish scraps
being tossed out by the fishermen. Some of these
sea lions looked extremely old, but those were the
ones that had the ·prime locations!

Los Dominicos, a craft village of authentic and
mostly Mapuche, the native people of southern
Chile, aitisans was one of our favorite places to
go in Santiago. It was set in the park-like
grounds of an early monastery. We spent a lot of
time there buying Christmas presents for our
•
children and articles for us. Los Dominicos also
had two wonderful outdoor restaurants serving
great typical Chilean food. The little village was
only about 10 minutes from our apartment.
Pomaire is a very small town with two main
streets of vendors, each being maybe a half mile
long. Almost all of the vendors are potters and
Pomaire pottery can be found all over Chile. We
visited this town three times (to purchase Christmas presents· and, of course, some things for ourselves) as it was only about an hours drive from
our apartment.
Val de Aqui is in the north of Chi le about a 12hour drive from Santiago. The valley is well
known for its clear skies and astronomical observations posts but, unfortunately, it was overcast
when we were there. However, one of the reasons we drove up there was to visit the oldest
Pisco distiller in Chile. Pisco is the national
drink of Chile and we thought we needed to
bring some of it back as gifts.
Our Overall Impressions
Salta de! Laja is a fairly large waterfall about a
Chile is a beautiful country of unbelievable
two day drive south of Santiago. We were ab>le
contrasts
geographically from the Andes on the east, the
to get a room in a small hotel very near the wa' Pacific Ocean on the west, the driest desert in the world
terfall. In fact, it was only about a two minute
~ the north and one of the largest archipelagos in the
walk from our room and we marveled at the fact
south. The contrasts in the socio-economic welfare of
that there was almost no barrier (one strand of
the people are just as wide.
barbed wire) to keep us from falling off the cliff!
We loved our time there and we loved the friendWe stayed overnight with a Mapuche family in
liness and helpfulness of the Chilean people. Ifyotr have
their home called a Ruka, a bed and breakfast
a chance to visit, jump at it!
type place. This home was built entirely by hand
and was very rustic.
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WSURA Membership Form
Date_ _ _ _ _ _ __
New__
Renewal __
Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Date of Birth_ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ __ _
Spouse's Name_ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __

Date of Birth- - - -- -- - -- -

Primmy Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone_ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __

City_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
Wright State Department at Relirement

Zip_ _ __ _ __

State

- - --

Year_ __ _ _ __
Spouse's Department at Relirement
Year_ __ _ _ __
Email Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _~>-#-,,_Check One: _ _ Faculty
Unclassified _ _Classified
Life Membership:
_ _ _$100 (Ages 59 and below)
_ _ _$75 (Ages 60-69)
_ _ _$50 (Ages 70 and above)
Classified employees may deduct $10 from each ofthes*ategories.
*NOTE: lfyou and your spouse are retirees from WSU, use the age of the younger spouse for determining the Lifetime
fee. If you have paid the cu1Tent annual fee and would like to become a Life Member, subtract the annual fee
and remit the difference.
Annual Membership:
~
_ _ $10
~ontribution to WSURA : Amount _ _ __
Associate Membership:
_ _ $5
Eligibility: Fifty years old or older and within five years of eligibility of retirement.
Please fiU in the information requested above and send it with your dues (please do not send cash) to:
WSURA, Attn: Treasurer, 139 Millett Hall, Wright State University, Dayton, OH 45435
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